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a constituency, while Figure 3 shows a strong negative correlation (-0.700) between 
quasi-registration rates and the proportion of young people. 

 
Figure 2: The relationship between official turnout rates in a constituency and the proportion of 
18-34 year olds as a percentage of the adult population 

 
Figure 3: The relationship between the number of registered voters in a constituency as a 
percentage of the adult population and the proportion of 18-34 year olds. 





educational attainment. However, as with older renters, we see a decline in the turnout 
of older non-graduates between the 2017 and 2019 general elections so that younger 
graduates were more likely to vote than older non-graduates for the first time. Figure A2 
in the Appendix shows the results for age and education, dividing non-graduates into 
those with A-levels or equivalent and those GCSEs or lower, for the 2019 general 
election.  

 

Figure 5: Probability of turnout by age and education, 2005 - 2019 (Source: British Election 
Study) 

In contrast to housing tenure and education, there have been very limited gender 
differences in turnout by age in recent elections. Figure 6 shows the probability of turnout 
by gender and age from 1992 to 2019. Other than in 1992, 1997 and 2005 when younger 
women were statistically more likely to turnout than younger men, there were no other 
gender-related differences in turnout for either age group prior to 2019. However, the 
2019 general election marked the first time that men were statistically more likely to vote 
than women, primarily due to the greater turnout of younger men (see also Figure A3). 











 
Figure 11: Probability of being satisfied with Scottish democracy by age group (Source: British 
Election Study Internet Panel Survey) 
 
 
Age, political preferences and vote choice 
 
The electoral power of older voters is only likely to be significant if their political 
preferences and vote choices differ substantially from the rest of the electorate. Recent 
evidence suggests this is indeed the case. In the Brexit referendum, and the 2017 and 
2019 general elections, there were very considerable differences in preferences 
according to age.  
 
Figure 12 shows the probability of voting Conservative by age group since 1992. The gap 
in voting Conservative by age starts to widen in 2001 and is considerable in 2017. Figure 
13 shows the same probability of voting Labour by age. Both figures show that 2019 was, 
to a large extent, a continuation of the age divide found in 2017. However, one of the 
most striking shifts from 2017 to 2019 is among 50-64 year olds, the only age group for 
which there is a significant increase in voting Conservative and the age group with the 
largest decrease in voting Labour. 
 
 
























































